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WILLINGBORO

Like an army, shoppers
travel on their stomachs.

That's why restaurants
are an important part of
the stiategy for Willing:
boro Town Center, a rede:
velopment emerging on a
gray siretch of Route 130,
where consumers will
soon be-:able to choose

tail in tHis historically dry
township. -

Leases for seven eater-
ies have been signed, said
Alah 8. Dinenberg, vice
president for Legend Prop-
erties of Mount Laurel and

‘Consholiocken, Pa. That

includes the casual dining
chain Ruby Tuesday,
which was awarded a bér-
gain-basement liguor li-
cense by the township
couneil this month. -

“A lot of restaurants are
locking for wrban market
opportunities,” Dinenberg
gaid. “Retail is important,
but everybedy has to eat.”

The sole applicant, Ru-
by Tuesday was awarded
the Yicense for $2,500. The
tovmship could have auc-
tioned the Heense, but
Councilman James Ayres
said he belioved the Mary-
ville, Tenn., chain de-
served the license for in-
vesting in the township.

Considerations

Restaurant spokesman
Andrew Becks sald the
chain chooses locations
based on population
growth, household income
and traffic vohone,

“We offer alcoholic bev-
erages In the majority of
our restaurants, and we're
happy to provide those

drinks to our guests who

" want to enjoy them,” he

said. “We'te looking for-
ward to becoming part of
the commumity in Willing-

o boro - .

In many New dJersey
municipalities, a liquor B~

_cense is a valuable com--

. modity. The Mad Batter in
- Cape May paid mdre than

$800,000 for its license in .

2004, and Heenses in Cher-
" ry Bill and Evesham have

from a variety.of cuisines:. topped the $700,000 mark.

— gs well as enjoy a cock- -

Voters here approved a
rveferendum in 2002 that
" created five Hguor licenses
in this formerly ary téwn,
" but the measure has gener-
‘ated litte buzz. Until Ruby
Tuesday, only one rastau-
rant applied. That busi-
ness, Fly 'n Fishbone on
Beverly-Rancocas Road,
.-was turned down because
only restaurants and cater-
ing halls on Route 130 and
Rancocas Golf Club on
Beverly-Rancocas Road
are eligible for licenses.

| Seven 1°esta;u1*ants to be part of redeveloped Route 130 site

MORE INFORMATION

B To leam more about the redevelopment at Willingboro Town
Genter and other work In Willingboro, call the township offices
at (B0Y) B77-2200 or visit wenwillingbiero.org.

Delco Development of
MMount Lawrel originally
had planned a Bob Evans
restaurant for the location,
formerly & parking lot for
Sears.

Various uses

Onee the site of Willing-
boro Plaza, a shopping cen-
ter shinttered in 1990, the
56-acre parcel is being de-
veloped into a mixed-use
community of retail, resi-
dential, business and edu-
cational facilities.

The location includes a
satellite campus of Bur-
lington County College,
Willinghoro Township Li-
brary and a Merck-Medco
prescription center, which
employs 850 people. There
is an Acme markef and

-,"

A Starhucls coffee shop is among the tenants at the Willinghoro Town Genter, a

56-acre parcel being redevelopad on Route 130,

——

several apparel stores,
Other new eateries slat-
ed for the center are a mix
of quick-serve chains and
mom-and-pop restauranis,
They are Starbucks, Guiz-
nos subs; Rifa’s Water Ice,

- "Bagel Shoppe, Shish Ka-

bob House and Panda Gar-
den. Great Clips Hair Sa-
lon and Nail Splash also
have been signed, said Leg-
end spokesman Edward
O’'Donnell,

Ruby Tuesday’s fenta-
tive opening date is Feh. 6,
The 4,600-square-foot res-
taurant will seat 175 guests
and employ 80 people, the
company said.

Reach Eileen Smithyat {856)

486-2444 or ssmith@courisrpos-
tonfine.com :




